
7 September 2017

Greetings!

To continue my series of notes, I want to share with you the story and pictures of a recently completed project. Over the course of a 
year, this job combined the requirements of rehabilitating an historic structure with making a home and family gathering spot for a 
collector of local modern art. The house, an 1800s Queen Anne Victorian in Newport, Kentucky, had been converted from single 
family to multi family and back at least once. Although the program was at first limited to remodeling the kitchen and guest suite, it 

soon became apparent  that the big design theme in this project would be creating a modern 
interior for life and art in an historic Victorian. 

During my first visit, I started 
thinking about restoring the 
front hall which ran from front 
to back of the long house. At 
the first floor, a  closet and 
large bathroom had been 
installed, blocking the hallway 
and any feeling of openness. 
At the second floor, an added 
closet blocked an original 
borrowed light window and 
bedroom door. 

Although the design process took us through the exercise of 
redesigning the existing kitchen, what really made this 
house begin to breathe again was opening up the original 
hallways at the first and second floors and moving the 
kitchen to a more central location. The old kitchen space 
became a light-filled sunroom with a masonry fireplace and 
access to outdoor living. The new kitchen receives the back 
staircase, opens to the sunroom and backs up to a formal 
dining room.

As might be expected during the renovation of such an old home, some unforeseen construction challenges had to be met. In this 
project, we discovered significant deflection in both the first and second floors and the twisting of a wooden beam underneath the 
first floor. One of the masonry chimneys had been so degraded over time that its removal was necessary. The existing kitchen/
sunroom had been added on to the original structure, and was found to be rotting away. 

So we replaced everything including the “stage,” a raised platform in 
the corner that had once housed a small bathroom. This of course 
gave us the opportunity to maximize insulation at foundation, walls 
and roof. Along with new insulation at old walls and ceilings and a 
new high efficiency hvac system, this turned an old drafty frame 
building into a highly energy efficient one. 

The original heart pine floors were simply patched and lightly stained. 
They show the history, the wear and tear and indentations of 130 
years of life.  

I thought it would be intriguing to use a variety of antique door knobs 
and plates throughout the house, and had fun picking through a few 
five gallon buckets-full to find the best looking ones. 
To add contrast to the simple white perimeter 
cabinetry and stainless steel appliances, I designed a 
kitchen island made from reclaimed oak barn 
planking.
With the suggestion that it might be used as a 
climber/swing-set, I designed and located a trellis 
between a new dining deck and the side yard 
fencing. Now known as the “climbing machine,” the 
trellis will provide shade and privacy at the new deck 
as newly planted wisteria matures.
An exterior paint color scheme chosen with the help 
of Newport, KY historic guidelines belies a modern white interior. It 
gives a great contrast and sense of surprise to anyone entering the 
house. I am deeply gratified to create simple yet beautiful spaces like 
this for my clients! 

To help make your next remodeling project a big success email me at chris@kepesarchitecture.com and I 
will send you my educational piece entitled “12 Things to Consider Before Remodeling Your House.” For 
more shots of this house, other projects and more educational guides please visit my new website @ 
www.kepesarchitecure.com.

Have a great fall!
    

                                                                          
chris@kepesarchitecture.com      513.373.2528
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